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#1 "New York Times" bestselling author Sandra Brown is back with a gripping story of obsession

and its deadly consequences.  After five long years in federal prison, Griff Burkett is a free man. But

the disgraced Cowboys quarterback can never return to life as he knew it before he was caught

cheating. In a place where football is practically a religion, Griff committed a cardinal sin, and no one

is forgiving.  Foster Speakman, owner and CEO of SunSouth Airlines, and his wife, Laura, are a

golden couple. Successful and wealthy, they lived a charmed life before fate cruelly intervened and

denied them the one thing they wanted most -- a child. It's said that money can't buy everything. But

it can buy a disgraced football player fresh out of prison and out of prospects.  The job Griff agrees

to do for the Speakmans demands secrecy. But he soon finds himself once again in the spotlight of

suspicion. An unsolved murder comes back to haunt him in the form of his nemesis, Stanley

Rodarte, who has made Griff's destruction his life's mission. While safeguarding his new enterprise,

Griff must also protect those around him, especially Laura Speakman, from Rodarte's ruthlessness.

Griff stands to gain the highest payoff he could ever imagine, but cashing in on it will require him to

forfeit his only chance for redemption...and love.  Griff is now playing a high-stakes game, and at the

final whistle, one player will be dead.  "Play Dirty" is Sandra Brown's wildest ride yet, with hairpin

turns of plot all along the way. The clock is ticking down on a fallen football star, who lost everything

because of the way he played the game. Now his future -- his life -- hinges on one last play.
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I'm a big Sandra Brown fan, but lately, she's been really "hit-and-miss" for me. This one was mostly



a miss.I have to agree with those who are saying the main characters are very unlikeable. I have the

feeling that Brown wanted us to really feel that Griff was just a misunderstood guy, and maybe

create some kind of tension because we were never sure if he was really a good guy or a bad guy,

and that's fine, but I guess I need my heroes very clearly defined as good guys from the beginning.I

also had a hard time feeling anything for Laura. She seemed very detached from everything. I kept

hearing about how she really loved her husband, but that attraction and love was never really well

defined. I never felt that they had that very close relationship. When it was explained how they got

together, I got more a feeling that the situation between them was comfortable, so they got married.

They kept telling each other they loved each other, but I wasn't feeling it. Certainly not enough from

her to think she'd go along with his plan involving Griff. I didn't even feel enough sympathy from her

for her husband to warrant her wanting to go through with the plan. I basically felt nothing from her. I

was not ever in any way emotionally engaged with her or her "plight."Given that, I didn't really see

why she and Griff had such an emotional bond, if that's how Brown was trying to portray it. He was

unlike-able, she was unemotional and detached. The only thing they had to form that bond was that

both of them had been celibate or too long. Not a really good basis for any kind of a love story. So,

again, I ended up not feeling it. If they'd have had some kind of an emotional spark when they first

met....I might have felt better about their relationship.

Sandra Brown has created another superhero for those who love their mysteries flavored with

romance. Griff Burkett, former Dallas Cowboy football icon, has just been released from prison after

serving five years for racketeering. In a state where football is king, he was convicted of shaving

points and conspiring with mobsters to cheat his fans of imminent victory. There is no way that he

ever could serve enough time to redeem himself in the eyes of most Texans. Yet, upon his release,

one of the state's wealthiest couples invites him to their estate and offers him a job.As owners of the

innovative and successful SunSouth Airlines, Foster and Laura Speakman are used to getting what

they want, and they have the means to pay for it. The simple task that they require of Griff promises

to pay him one-million dollars a year, and it's all perfectly legal. With everyone else turning their

backs on him, the disgraced hero accepts their bizarre offer and steps into a dangerous world where

nothing is as it seems and everyone plays dirty.From the Speakmans to his old coach and foster

father, from Stanley Rodarte, a thug out to torment Griff in every possible way, to the Vista boys

who facilitated his downfall, all have secrets and hidden agendas that serve to push Griff to the wall.

He does not want to return to prison and is doing his best to follow the rules of his parole. Though

debased in numerous ways by unforgiving former fans and disregarded by those who once sought



his favor, Griff is determined to become a better person. He had time to do some soul searching

while behind bars and recognizes that, despite his difficult childhood, he had been given the talent

and opportunity to do more with his life.
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